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Vigilance on Parade as New York’s Thanksgiving Tradition Sails On
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News
Business & Finance
hare buybacks have
slowed to a five-year
low as companies earmark
more money for capital
spending and mergers. A1

S

 Retailers are contending
with a UPS surcharge on deliveries during the holiday
season’s busiest weeks. B1
 Rovio shares plunged 22%
after a surprise loss raised
questions about the maker of
the “Angry Birds” game. B1
 Facebook plans to notify
users who liked or followed
pages created by Russians in
an alleged misinformation
campaign last year. B3
 Icahn purchased a 13.5%
stake in SandRidge, joining a
list of shareholders who oppose a deal the energy company struck last week. B3
 European stocks traded
flat after Chinese shares had
their worst day in months.
Stock markets in the U.S. and
Japan were closed. B11
 Tesla is set to power up
a giant wind-powered battery system in Australia. B4
 Citgo executives arrested
by Venezuela’s intelligence
agency include Americans. B6

World-Wide
 Myanmar and Bangladesh
agreed to begin repatriating
ethnic Rohingya Muslims
who fled a crackdown in Buddhist-majority Myanmar. A6
 Pope Francis, who has advocated for refugees and outreach to Muslims, begins a
visit to Myanmar Monday. A6
 Trump spoke with troops
in Afghanistan, criticized his
predecessor and poked fun
at the media during his first
Thanksgiving in office. A3
 Lebanese Premier Hariri
said he was suspending his
resignation, rolling back a
decision that had sparked
a political crisis. A9
 Argentina said a blast
was detected near a missing
submarine’s last known position, leaving the crew’s
families grief-stricken. A8
 The Hague tribunal found
Ratko Mladic, a former Bosnian Serb general, guilty of
genocide in the 1995 Srebrenica massacre. A11
 Republican Rep. Barton
of Texas said Capitol police
have started an investigation into the release of a
nude photograph of him. A4
 Democrats are wary of a
$20 million ad campaign
funded by a California billionaire that calls for
Trump’s impeachment. A4
 An Australian report calls
for stronger ties with neighbors, a sign of concern about
U.S. commitment to Asia and
China’s growing sway. A6
 Global night light is getting bigger and brighter, blotting out the stars of the Milky
Way for one-third of humankind, a study found. A12
CONTENTS
Business News.. B3,6
Crossword.............. A16
Heard on Street. B12
Life & Arts...... A14-15
Mansion................ M1-8
Markets............. B11-12

Opinion.............. A17-19
Sports........................ A16
Streetwise................ B6
Technology............... B4
U.S. News............. A2-4
Weather................... A16
World News..... A6-12

>

s Copyright 2017 Dow Jones &
Company. All Rights Reserved

YEN 111.21

Firms Cut
Buybacks
As Stocks
Become
Expensive

pared with 99 million in stores,
according to a National Retail
Federation survey.
The ease of shopping on
phones has helped push that
trend, prompting consumers
who previously just researched
deals online to actually click
the buy button, said Rob Garf,
vice president of industry strategy and insights at Salesforce,
which works with companies
Please see PHONE page A4

Large companies are repurchasing their shares at the
slowest pace in five years, as
record U.S. stock indexes and
an expanding economy propel
more money out of flush corporate coffers into capital
spending and mergers.
Companies in the S&P 500
are on pace to spend $500 billion this year on share buybacks, or about $125 billion a
quarter, according to data
from INTL FCStone. That is
the least since 2012 and down
from a quarterly average of
$142 billion between 2014 and
2016.
Buybacks have been popular in recent years, in part because tepid economic growth
limited perceived investment
opportunities as well as expected returns on new plant
and expanded operations.
Adding to their appeal, repurchases can make shares
more attractive to investors
by lowering the share count
and accordingly increasing
earnings per share.
The postcrisis surge in
buybacks has been frequently
cited by stock-market bears as
a sign that the market’s eightyear-long advance has been
driven more by financial engineering than by long-term
growth.
Please see STOCKS page A2

 Extra shipping fees pressure
retailers.......................................... B1

 Heard on the Street: Tax cut?
Firms are spending anyway... B12

ANDRES KUDACKI/ASSOCIATED PRESS

 The GOP tax plan would
eliminate an exemption for
advanced refunding bonds,
used by governments to refinance debt earlier. B1

EURO $1.1850

BY BEN EISEN
AND CHRIS DIETERICH

 Uber’s new CEO learned
of a massive data breach at
the company more than two
months before he notified
customers and drivers. A1
 More consumers are using
phones to shop, making the
24-hour period that began
Thursday evening the year’s
biggest for online sales. A1

HHHH $4.00

RIDING SHOTGUN: Heavily armed police patrolled the parade route during the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York on Thursday.
Security was greater and more intensive this year following a deadly terrorist truck attack in Manhattan on Halloween.

Shoppers Flock to Phones
Consumers shun Black
Friday for the mall in
their pockets as retailers
ease mobile buying

Better mobile e-commerce
sites and easy one-click payment options—as well as earlier deals—are making the 24
hours that started Thursday
evening the biggest online
spending period of the year, according to retail experts. The
period is expected to eclipse
Cyber Monday three days away
and give brick-and-mortar
stores new competition for
Black Friday.
Software company Adobe
Systems Inc. reports that online
sales as of 5 p.m. Thursday

BY LAURA STEVENS
Millions of consumers are
using their smartphones to
shop instead of lining up at
stores after chowing down on
turkey this year, accelerating a
fundamental change in retailing
as more people spend online.

Bond Moves Spark Market Debate
The yield gap between short- and long-term Treasurys has shrunk to
its narrowest level since 2007, when the financial crisis was brewing.
But analysts are split over what the signal means now. B12
Yield spread between the 10-year and two-year U.S. Treasury
1.5 percentage points

grew 17% to $1.52 billion, while
traffic from smartphones increased 15% year-over-year.
Consumers last year spent
19% more online on Black Friday than on Cyber Monday, according to Salesforce.com Inc.’s
Commerce Cloud, which analyzes data from 500 million
shoppers world-wide across
more than 2,750 retail sites.
Salesforce expects the pattern
to repeat this year. Over
Thanksgiving weekend last
year, an estimated 109 million
people shopped online, com-

In Shadowy Russia-Ukraine
Battle, an Assassin Speaks
A doomed hired gun unburdens himself in a jailhouse interview
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When they arrested Timur Makhauri with
two unregistered pistols and a bogus passport in downtown Kiev earlier this year, police thought they made a breakthrough in a
string of unsolved contract murders. A
By Alan Cullison in Kiev and
Thomas Grove in Tbilisi, Georgia
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judge saw Mr. Makhauri had a dark history
of allegedly assassinating critics of the
Kremlin in Turkey, and ordered him held on
a high bond.
But soon police learned that nothing
about Mr. Makhauri was quite what it
seemed. Ukraine’s intelligence service began
calling the police to urge his release, interior ministry officials said. Mr. Makhauri,
who was mute at first, explained that he

INSIDE

Absinthe Was Once Banned
For Being Evil—Now It’s Just Meh
i

i

had numerous identities over the years—
and sometimes acted like an assassin to
catch the real Kremlin agents performing
what, in Russian underworld parlance, was
known as “wet work.”
In a jailhouse interview with The Wall
Street Journal in February, Mr. Makhauri expanded upon the murky world he inhabited,
politely answering questions about his life
for two hours while handcuffed in a hallway.
He worked as an agent, he said, wherever
there was a fight against Moscow’s influence, including Chechnya, Georgia, Turkey
and Syria. Ukraine, his last place of employment, would turn out to be more hazardous
than he reckoned.
Ukraine has become a magnet for hired
guns as Kiev tries to fight its former master
Please see KILLER page A13
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Drink with wicked aura has no green fairy,
just a licorice flavor; ‘my mom might like it’
BY DAVID MARCELIS

The resulting ban, which
began in 1912, removed abDuring its heyday in the sinthe from U.S. shelves, but it
19th century, absinthe was one wasn’t necessarily bad for its
of the world’s most popular li- romantically wicked image. By
quors—a fixture on bar menus the time scientists cleared it
from Paris to New Orleans and of wrongdoing, allowing it to
a particular favorite among be reinstated in 2007, adventurous
drinkers
artists.
were eager for a
It was long rutaste.
mored to cause halTen years later,
lucinations: Oscar
they have reached a
Wilde said he once
verdict: meh.
saw flowers spring
“It was a tough
up around him at a
swallow,” said Sean
cafe while drinking
Connors, a 43-yearit. Some say it even
old attorney who
influenced Vincent
tried absinthe in the
van Gogh’s decision
Absinthe
Czech Republic, one
to slice his ear off.
of the few places it
Absinthe’s detractors (including the wine was still found, before the U.S.
industry) vilified the spirit, ban was lifted. He said he orand a grisly family murder in dered the drink hoping he
Switzerland that was blamed would hallucinate. He didn’t.
on absinthe sealed its fate. A “I was just left with a licoricetop U.S. official called the tasting liquor,” he said. “My
herbal liquor “one of the worst mom might like it.”
Please see DRINK page A13
enemies of man.”

BLUE WATER,
WHITE SAND—
ALL ARTIFICIAL

THE ONLY
RIVALRY THAT
MATTERS

NAFTA’S LINK
TO HOW MUCH
YOUR TV COSTS
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Uber CEO Knew of Hack for Months

BY GREG BENSINGER
AND ROBERT MCMILLAN

While the massive data
breach at Uber Technologies
Inc. didn’t happen under the
watch of its new chief executive, he knew of it more than
two months before he notified
affected customers and drivers
of the incident, people familiar
with the matter said.
CEO Dara Khosrowshahi
learned of the breach—which
Uber said happened in October

2016 and affected some 57 million accounts—about two
weeks after he officially took
the helm on Sept. 5, one of the
people said. Mr. Khosrowshahi
said he immediately ordered an
investigation, which he wanted
to complete before making the
matter public.
About three weeks ago,
though, Uber disclosed the investigation and the broad outlines of the breach to SoftBank
Group Corp., which is considering a multibillion-dollar invest-

ment in the ride-hailing company, according to other people
familiar with the matter.
Uber officials, including its
chief security officer, knew at
the time of the breach that personal information had been accessed. Uber informed customers and drivers on Tuesday.
An investigation led by FireEye Inc.’s Mandiant forensics
arm was under way at the time
of the disclosure to SoftBank.
Uber had to conduct multiple
Please see UBER page A8
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IN DEPTH

Continued from Page One
Bartenders weren’t crazy
about the drink’s elaborate
serving ritual, which involves
pouring a measure of absinthe
into a glass and balancing a
sugar cube on a slotted spoon
on the rim. Ice water is then
dripped through the sugar from
a specially made decanter
called a “fountain” to dilute the
drink—most absinthes are
about 120 proof.
“The guests weren’t always
super into it,” said Dave Kaplan,
one of the founders of the bar
Death & Co in New York’s East
Village, who said the excitement
only lasted about six months. A
big turnoff was absinthe’s
strong anise taste, which is similar to black licorice. “Most of
the time,” Mr. Kaplan said, “the
drinks would go unfinished.”
Bartender Tyson Buhler said
instead of a fountain service,
Death & Co now offers a jug of
sweetened water for customers
to pour as they please. Even so,
he said most customers first try
the extremely high-proof drink
neat. “It’s a jarring experience
for a lot of people,” he said. “I

2002—Mr. Makhauri relocates
to Georgia where he continues
to help insurgents fighting Russia.
2006—Mr. Makhauri works for
Georgian secret services, meets
with a Russian agent who had
been sent to kill him. The
agent, successfully turned by
Georgia, becomes a public relations coup for the anti-Russian
president at the time, Mikheil
Saakashvili.
July 10, 2006—Mr. Basayev is
killed when a truckload of
weapons blows up. Because Mr.
Makhauri was coordinating logistics, some Chechens believe
he was behind the death.
2009—A bomb packed with
nuts and bolts explodes outside
Mr. Makhauri’s apartment building. Miraculously, he survives
the blast with a few scrapes.
Georgians blame Russia.
2009—Chechen rebel envoy Ali
Osaev is killed outside his
home in Istanbul. Mr. Makhauri,
who said he was friends with
Mr. Osaev, is later tried for the

Timur Makhauri is placed under arrest in Kiev.
killing in Turkey.

Syria and a compass.

2012—Mr. Makhauri leaves
Georgia and meets an agent
from Russia’s Federal Security
Service in Istanbul, bartering
over the price of killing three individuals. Mr. Makhauri later
said he taped the meeting in a
ruse to glean information from
Moscow.

2016—Mr. Makhauri is acquitted
in Turkey. He moves to Ukraine,
where the former Georgian
president, Mr. Saakashvili, is involved in politics.

2012—While passing through
passport control at Istanbul’s
Ataturk Airport, Mr. Makhauri is
detained carrying a map of

February 2017—Mr. Makhauri
is arrested in Kiev and charged
with illegal possession of weapons.
Sept. 8, 2017—Mr. Makhauri is
killed by a bomb hidden in the
armrest of a friend’s car.

A bomb in the arm rest of this car set off by remote control killed Timur Makhauri in Kiev.
cials in Georgia, where he
worked for several years with
the state security service, confirmed parts of his story, as
did Ukrainian government officials who investigated his
past.
Mr. Makhauri came to
Ukraine, he said, to hunt down
the agents Moscow sent to
eliminate opponents abroad.
“I know who to look for
and to stop them before they
do anything,” he said from under a mop of long black hair,
speaking politely in a vernacular Russian that earned him
the nickname “Zone,” referring to someone from a penal
colony. “There is a small number who do this kind of thing.”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov denied Mr. Makhauri’s
accusations that Moscow
sends hired guns to Kiev to do
away with opponents. “This is
the first time we hear that,”
he said.
Mr. Makhauri said he was
dealt his career by accident.
He said he was born in
Grozny, Chechnya, in 1978 and
although he had wanted to
study piano as a young man

he never had the chance because he, like others his age,
was caught up in the region’s
two wars for independence
from Moscow. He said he
joined rebellion full-time in
1999.
Most of his classmates
were wiped out early in the
war when Russian troops
stormed the Chechen capital,
he said. For several years, he
said, he fought in the mountains in the southern reaches
of the province, staging hitand-run attacks on Russian
forces and ambushing supply
convoys.
He gained the trust of
Chechen field commander
Shamil Basayev, who was notorious inside Russia for planning grisly hostage-taking operations, according to a fellow
Chechen fighter interviewed
by phone.
As rebel losses mounted,
Mr. Basayev decided Mr.
Makhauri was too valuable to
lose and ordered him back to
Georgia to ferry supplies for
the fight inside Chechnya, the
fighter said.
The Kremlin has long ac-

don’t see it becoming the next
bourbon.”
Last year, U.S. absinthe sales
were 42% lower than in 2008—
the first full year the spirit was
reauthorized—according to research firm IWSR. Absinthe experts say they don’t believe the
numbers fully reflect a market
mostly composed of small local
players, but they acknowledge
overall sales are indeed likely to
be lower than a decade ago.
Brian Robinson of the
Wormwood Society, a nonprofit
focused on dispelling myths
about the spirit, said bars are
mostly to blame for lagging
sales. The Virginia financial adviser said that out of the 200plus places where he has tried
absinthe, “maybe three or four
of them served it properly.
Maybe you only dilute it one to
one, or you serve it straight, or
you set it on fire—nobody likes
that because it doesn’t taste
good.”
The fire-setting ritual originated in the Czech Republic.
Many Americans had their first
experience with absinthe in
Prague bars in the 1990s.
Hali Barnett, a bartender at
Lovecraft in the East Village,
said her bar offers the fire ritual mostly due to popular de-

mand. Customers who favor it
tend to be in their early 20s,
she said. She usually warns
guests requesting it that she is
about to burn most of the alcohol out of the drink, but she
doesn’t try to dissuade them
further. “They just want to get
smashed,” she said.
Absinthe’s herbal ingredients, which include grand
wormwood, green anise and
fennel, may be part of the problem. William Elliott, bar director at Maison Premiere in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, said anise
isn’t a flavor many Americans
are familiar with. “All over the
world, it’s a major component
in baking, confections and alcohol,” he said. “Only America has
this big childhood problem of
disliking the flavor.”
In France, while the flavor is
popular, drinkers have mostly
moved on to a similar-tasting
spirit—pastis. Even though absinthe is for sale again in
France, few there are switching
back. “It’s easy to lose a taste
for something that hasn’t been
around for a century,” said
Marc Thuillier, a Frenchman
who runs two websites about
absinthe.
Jeremy King, a 30-year-old
firefighter from Lakewood,

cused Georgia of funding
Chechen rebels in their fight
against Russia—something the
Georgian government officially denies.
But Zurab Maisuradze, who
ran Georgia’s antiterrorism
center, acknowledged in an interview that he took Mr.
Makhauri under his wing. He
said he arranged for the
young Chechen to receive two
Georgian passports—one in
the name of Ruslan Papaskiri
and another made out to
Timur Makhauri.
Mr. Maisuradze called Mr.
Makhauri “a great Georgian
patriot” always willing to undertake a mission against the
Russians, whom they saw as a
common enemy. In 2006, Mr.
Makhauri proved his loyalty,
he said, when the Chechen
agreed to meet a Russian
agent who was sent to Tbilisi
to kill him. The Georgians
eventually flipped the agent to
work for their side, he said.
But in the fog of spy intrigue, rumors began to circulate that Mr. Makhauri was
working for the Russians, too.
In 2006, the Chechen rebel

commander, Mr. Basayev, received a load of explosives
from a truck driven from
Georgia into Russia. The shipment blew up, killing him and
much of the rebel leadership.
Mr. Makhauri, it was rumored,
had planted a booby trap in
the truck.
In the interview in Kiev, Mr.
Makhauri denied involvement
in Mr. Basayev’s death, and
said that Russia’s security services were behind the rumors.
“So many times they shot me,
blew me up and did everything they could to kill me,”
he said. “So they tarnished my
name.”
Robert Schaefer, a retired
U.S. Special Forces officer who
helped train Georgian troops
in the early 2000s, said in an
interview that Moscow often
tried to disrupt rebels by sowing phony reports of turncoats
in their midst. But he added
that many defeated rebels
needed work and the money
for paid hits overtook considerations of loyalty or friendship.
They may have become soldiers for patriotic reasons, but
“soon they start going down
this spiral of what had been
legitimate special operations
into wet work that they never
thought they would have been
involved in earlier,” Mr.
Schaefer said.
Many former Chechen rebels ultimately left Georgia, decamping to Turkey with their
families, while others went to
Syria to join jihadist groups
fighting the Russian-backed
government of Bashar alAssad. Mr. Makhauri said in
his interview in Kiev that he
also began spending time in
Turkey, and in 2012 also visited Syria for three months
“just to see the situation.”
In Turkey, Mr. Makhauri’s
name was tied to mysterious
killings that made it hard to
shake suspicions that he was a
double agent. The victims, all
former Chechen fighters, were
gunned down either on the
street or near their homes between 2008 and 2011.
In 2012, Mr. Makhauri was
passing through passport control in the airport in Istanbul
when Turkish police arrested
him, later charging him with
murder. At trial, prosecutors
cast him as a possible double
agent, and presented lurid evidence of Mr. Makhauri’s
meetings with agents from
Russia’s Federal Security Service, or FSB.
A key piece of evidence was
a videotape, shot by Mr.
Makhauri himself through a
camera concealed in the button of his shirt, of one meeting in which he bargained
with a Russian agent over the
price of killing three men who
had fallen out of favor with
Moscow. Speaking over a
lunch in Istanbul, Mr.
Makhauri poked at a plate of
fish as he asked for $1 million
per head, but then settled for
half that for the first hit.
“This work is something
I’ve always dreamed of,” he
said in a reedy monotone.
“Like films about hunters and
the hunted.”
In the jailhouse in Kiev, Mr.
Makhauri said that the trial
against him and the videotape
were all a farce. He held the
meeting, he said, on behalf of
the Georgian security services
to lure the Russian agent into
an embarrassing situation and
perhaps recruit him. Former
Georgian authorities corrobo-

rated the story. Givi Targamadze, the former chairman of
the defense and security committee of the Georgian Parliament, said Georgian authorities
knew
about
Mr.
Makhauri’s meeting with FSB
officers and that the operation was carried out to ascertain whom Russian intelligence services were targeting.
The court didn’t convict
Mr. Makhauri but didn’t release him either for four years
as it cited various procedural
hold
ups.
Finally,
Mr.
Makhauri was acquitted on
lack of evidence in 2016, his
lawyer in Istanbul, Dursun
Uçar, said.
A picture of him with his
wife in Istanbul shows he had
grown a beard to his chest,
and she wore a traditional
head scarf. But soon he
trimmed his beard and moved
to Ukraine, where he found
work with a volunteer battalion fighting Russian-backed
rebels in the east of the country.
Mr. Makhauri said he spent
little time on the actual battle
front. Instead he stayed
mostly in Kiev on the lookout
for agents sent by Moscow. In
January, he said, he noticed
that he himself was being followed, and in February he was
arrested by police in the central market for possession of
his handguns, a Glock and a
Stechkin automatic pistol.
In the interview, Mr.
Makhauri said he suspected
that Russian agents were
looking for him in Ukraine,
but that there was no other
country for him to go to. “Everywhere is dangerous,” he
said.
When he was released from
jail in April after he pleaded
guilty to illegal firearms possession, he told friends that
he sensed he was still being
followed—by whom he wasn’t
sure.
Early in September, Mr.
Makhauri had coffee at a cafe

Moscow and Kiev
appear to have turned
to contract killings to
settle scores.
in the center of Kiev and accepted a ride from a friend
who was driving her daughter
home, according to police. The
car pulled out of an underground garage and stood in
rush-hour traffic. Police say
Mr. Makhauri was riding in
the passenger seat, likely
leaning toward the center of
the vehicle when a bomb detonated in the arm rest, ripping off his arm and part of
his torso and killing him instantly.
The bomb, which police say
likely weighed about two kilograms and was set off by remote control, was fashioned
to direct its blast against the
passenger, although it maimed
the driver. Her daughter
wasn’t seriously hurt.
Ukraine’s Interior Ministry
spokesman,
Artem
Shevchenko, issued a statement after the blast that a
motive for the killing hasn’t
been determined. But he
noted that Mr. Makhauri was
“known quite well in the criminal world.”
—Natalie Gryvnyak in Kiev
contributed to this article.
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1999—Timur Makhauri fights
Russian soldiers trying to re-establish Moscow’s control over
Chechnya. Retreating to the
mountains, Mr. Makhauri serves
under Chechen rebel commander Shamil Basayev.

KYIV OPERATIV

Continued from Page One
Moscow’s bid to reassert control. With a stalemate on the
battlefront between Russianbacked rebels and the government, Moscow and Kiev appear to have turned to
contract killings to settle
scores and winnow the ranks
of commanders in the war,
Western diplomats say.
Most of those killings have
been carried out far from the
almost daily volleys of artillery in eastern Ukraine, turning Kiev into a hotbed of spies
and hit men.
Victims have included the
head of a Ukrainian special
forces unit, Maksim Shapoval,
who was blown up in his car
at an intersection in downtown Kiev in June, and a former Russian prosecutor and
parliament member, Denis
Voronenkov, who had recently
fled to Kiev for protection and
was shot dead on a chestnut
tree-lined boulevard in March.
There have also been mysterious attacks in rebel-held
areas, where a mix of civilians
and pro-Russian soldiers inhabit the shelled-out remains
of the country’s industrial
heartland. One rebel commander, Mikhail Tolstykh, was
killed by a rocket fired into
his office in the provincial city
of Donetsk in February. Another, Arsen Pavlov, was killed
last year by a bomb planted in
his elevator.
The conflict in eastern
Ukraine erupted in 2014 after
protesters in Kiev toppled a
Russia-friendly president and
established a pro-Western
government. Moscow invaded
and annexed the country’s Crimea peninsula. At the height
of fighting, the country’s industrial east was awash with
fighters of all stripes, from
Ukrainian nationalists to proKremlin soldiers of fortune to
bored men and women from
post-Soviet backwaters looking for adventure.
In Kiev, many of the triggermen appear to be freelancers, moonlighting from their
jobs in the Ukrainian armed
forces or police, say law-enforcement officials and Western diplomats.
Valentyn Nalyvaichenko,
former head of the Ukraine intelligence services, said in an
interview the mix has been
made more murderous by foreign mercenaries who recognize Ukraine as a new place to
ply their trade.
Earlier this year, a man
posing as a French journalist
in Kiev invited a battalion
commander to an interview,
then allegedly shot him. The
attempted hit went awry
when the victim’s wife pulled
a gun of her own out of her
purse and fired back, disabling him with two shots.
She herself was gunned down
and killed four months later.
Even amid this mayhem,
Mr. Makhauri’s career stands
out. In a monotone, Mr.
Makhauri described his path
from Chechnya, where he allied himself with rebels for independence from Russia; to
Georgia, whose side he fought
on during its brief war with
Moscow in 2008; to Syria,
where Russian-speaking jihadists flocked to fight against
Russia’s interests, many under
the flag of Islamic State. Former Chechen rebels and offi-
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Life in the Shadows

Bartender Hali Barnett serves absinthe at Lovecraft in New York.
Ohio, said he first wanted to try
absinthe after watching “EuroTrip,” a 2004 comedy featuring a group of American teenagers crisscrossing Europe.
Shortly after downing shots of
absinthe in a Bratislava nightclub, some characters see a
green fairy—as the spirit is often called—flying around them.
“It wasn’t the same,” Mr.
King said, after he bought a
bottle and tried it at home. All
absinthe did was “get you really

drunk,” he said.
Absinthe was originally believed to be psychedelic, and
toxic, because of thujone, a
compound found in grand
wormwood—or Artemisia absinthium, after which the spirit
is named—but also in many
other herbs, including sage and
oregano.
It is a myth that thujone is
hallucinogenic, said Ted Breaux,
an absinthe distiller and
founder of Jade Liqueurs. The

former chemist, who played a
key role in getting the spirit reauthorized in the U.S., said the
compound is a convulsant, but
studies that he co-wrote
showed absinthe contains only
a trace amount, even in pre-ban
varieties.
“The sage in your Thanksgiving stuffing will give you more
thujone than any normal absinthe,” the Wormwood Society’s Mr. Robinson said.
Mr. Breaux said the resurgence of classic cocktails has
helped the sales of absinthe. He
said the Savoy Cocktail Book, a
1930 publication that serves as
many bartenders’ bible, features dozens of drinks that call
for absinthe.
Mr. Elliott, the bar director
at Maison Premiere, said he is
introducing absinthe to patrons
by using it in a broad range of
cocktails where it is the dominant ingredient.
“We have an absinthe piña
colada on the menu,” he said.
When the drink was introduced
about five years ago, “I was
sort of rolling my eyes,” he
said. Today, it is one of Maison
Premiere’s most popular. “You
have to tempt people to enjoy
something that they haven’t
historically enjoyed,” he said.

